Newsletter of the Baton Rouge Astronomical Society

March 2010
The Next Meeting of the
Baton Rouge Astronomical Society
will be March 8, 2010
at7 PM.

We will be meeting at the Highland Road Observatory. The
meeting starts at 7 PM. Please arrive a few minutes earlier.

PROGRAM NOTES: Thar She Blows! U Scorpii Erupts
Hi Everyone,

I know we all live ON a rock in space, but unless you've been living UNDER
a rock, you've probably heard about Dr. Brad Schaefer's prediction about the
recurrent nova U Sco coming to fruition. Those of you that attended the
February meeting got a teaser from him on this month'’s presentation which is
entitled, The Recurrent Nova U Sco in it's Current Eruption. Presenting
along with him will be Ms. Ashley Pagnotta. Ms. Pagnotta holds degrees in
Math and Physics from Texas A&M and is in her third year of graduate work
at LSU. She has been assisting Dr. Shaefer in his work on recurrent novae.

This event has already received attention from Asfronomy Magazine and Sky
and Telescope. ltis even more special due to the fact that one of the people
involved (Dr. Brad Schaefer) is one of our members! We hope to see many
of you at the Obsewatory on Monday, March 8th to congratulate them both
- mmm and to listen to what is sure to be a great
presentation. Hope to see you there!

¥ Ben Toman, BRAS Vice-President

| Our club president, Marvin Owens, welcomes the speaker for our
Feb. 8 meeting . Mr. Lon Shelton, demonstrated the equipment and
software he uses in his own pursuit of astrophotography. He left

i copies of the software he uses for club members to try out. Check
at our next meeting with the club president on how you can get a
copy for yourself.




March President's Message
N=R*I, N.L, ;I L

Have you ever seen this formula before? You may think that | have gone bonkers for
even talking about a scientific formula in the context of a monthly President's message.
However, this is not just any old formula but is a prime formula for determining how much
life there may be in the universe. You see, it was just 50 years ago that Frank Drake, an
astronomer at Cornell University began, in serious, to look at the possibility that there is
other life in our universe. This is his formula, the Drake Formula.

It was in 1960 that the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence, or the SETI project began.
Although they have not yet found any such intelligence, | believe the possibility of life
must be an obvious conclusion of anyone who thinks about the subject for a few minutes.

The Drake Formula, basically, is an attempt to consider the number of stars that may
have planets that could harbor life, the fraction of habitable planets, etc. in an attempt to
mathematically determine the odds of other life in our universe. With the billions of
galaxies and billions of stars in our sky, is there any doubt that the odds are that there is
intelligent life in space. We sometimes have doubts about intelligent life here on Earth
when we read what our politicians have done
with our tax money. However, it is an almost
foregone conclusion that there must be life of
some sort in the universe.

UHHH .. HousToN, wWe HAVE A WoRD
; PRoBLEM.

How will we find out if there is life? Surely it will
not be by cutting the budget for NASA and for
other space exploration. It will be by actively
pursuing space science and exploration to find
out what this whole space stuff is about. We
cannot put our heads in the sand and expect to
be a technologically advanced nation. The
money for space is not being spent in space but
is spent here on Earth providing jobs to people
on Earth. How else can we help the economy,
provide jobs and still reach out and try to touch
the face of God? :
Marvin Owens Jaam> -
President 2010 Scofl Hbun/Distrituted by Unive

A Request from Merrill Hess

| finally got a reply from the Girl Scout Activity Coordinator, who requested our presence
at their annual event at Camp Marydale, in St. Francisville. It will be on March 27. They
would like us to do some kind of educational daytime activity on an astronomy topic. The
time could be coordinated with Mr. Shipp. No stargazing. Set up a display, do a
demonstration, lecture, slide show, whatever we want. The contact information is at the
bottom, plus a map and schedule attached.

| believe we have a couple of members who live in the St. Francisville area who may be
able to cover this but | don't know how to reach them.



Pictures from the first Hodges Gardens Star

Party 2009
The Second Annual Hodges Garden Star Party is March 10-13, 2010.

Although the rain gods did there best to conspire against us, the 1** Annual Hodges
Gardens Star Party turned out to be a success.

Most of the star party-goers with really liked the new location. They said the field was
one of the “prettiest” observing fields they had ever seen. It looked like a golf course. With
almost 50 people on the field, we still only used a small fraction of the available space. It was
nice to have plenty of room to spread out and plenty of amenities nearby.

Most people camped on the field, but
many stayed in the cabins in the park. Quite a
few folks stayed in the Emerald Hills Motel just
outside the park. The restaurant at Emerald
Hills was also very popular with all of us.

Tents and telescopes set up on the observing field.

discuss who knows what as they
prepare for the evening’s viewing.

Clayton Jeter from Houston, Gary Parkerson from
Shreveport, and Chase Haley of Slidell enjoy
the time to just visit.

How Dinosaurs became
extinct

(The very first "senior moment"...?)

Do not get left behind.
Remember the meeting is March 8 and the
Star Party is March 10 — 13.







