Newsletter of the Baton Rouge Astronomical Society

May 2010

W~ THE NExT MEETING OF THE \“K(D

BAaTON ROUGE ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY

wiLL BE May 10, 2009
AT 7PM.

The Baton Rouge Astronomical Society will hold
it's annual Jambalaya and Pot Luck Dinner at our
May 10 meeting. Please arrive early (about
6:30-6:45)) so that we can setup and begin to
serving at 7pm.

The club will buy the chicken jambalaya, bread,
and white beans. In addition we will have plates,
cups, napkins, forks and spoons. Coffee, soft
drinks and ice will also be taken care of. Please
bring a side dish.

We will also have several very nice items for our
raffle.

Please plan to attend as this will be our last

Q%'ncg)nthly meeting till August 9. m (-

May 10
Annual Jambalaya and Pot Luck Dinner




President’s Message

We are coming to the close of another school year and the BRAS meeting set for
Monday, May 10 at 7 PM is the annual Jambalaya meal. Bring your spouses or “other
significant” person and plan to have a good time.

Based on instructions from the membership, your officers have proceeded with the
acquisition of a 40" Samsung flat screen monitor to mount on the wall. We also are
acquiring a Blu-Ray system with cables and connectors so that will assist us in displaying
materials. Please come to the May BRAS meeting to see our new acquisition.

The last 30 years has been the Information Age when we expanded our capabilities
with the Internet and related devices to have access to information. Although that Age
is still with us and expanded by the minute, we have also been in a high level Technology
Age with more advances in Technology in the last 50 years that we have seen in the last
2,000 years. We are all living in a very dramatic and exciting time. Not the least of the
advances have been the development and use of the Space Shuttle system whereby we
have been able to “fly” the astronauts back to earth. However, that phase of exploration
is coming to an end with the last shuttle mission set for September of this year.

Another fantastic system that is on its last leg is the Hubble Space Telescope that
is not scheduled for any further repair missions. Hubble was launched in April, 1990 and
it seems hard to believe that it has been working now for 20 year. However, it has done
a fantastic job of providing us lowly Earthlings with some photographs that are truly “out
of this world” in the form of the Eagle Nebula, the Ultra Deep Sky Image to name only
acouple. Inaddition, Hubble has taken the best pictures yet of Pluto and discovered its
two additional moons as well as discovering a Kuiper Belt object on 1 kilometer across.
Hubble has also taken the first image of an exoplanet at visible wavelenghts by using an
occulting mask to bloc the blazing light from Fomalhaut. The image, taken over a two
year period shows the movement of the exoplanet.

With the current attitude in Washington, how can the U.S. possibly remain the #1
leader in space exploration. As soon as the shuttle missions end, we will be dependent
on Russia for taxi service to and from the International Space Station. The Aries and
Constellation programs that would take men back to the moon are being scraped. In a
time when the government is wanting to spend billions to keep people working, how can
they fool themselves into thinking that a halt to space exploration will keep people
working. It can only cause us to become a second rate nation behind those with forward
looking technological planning. Let’s just hope that the current plans for NASA to get
out of the rocket business and start sub-contracting that work to commercial businesses
will grow in the right direction to keep the U.S. a leader in this area.

Marvin E Owen, President, BRAS



Hodges Gardens Star Party || Recap

The second annual Hodges Gardens Star Party was held last March. This was the tenth
year BRAS has hosted a spring star party, and once again it was a success. Our new
location at Hodges Gardens State Park offers so many advantages over our previous
site, and we have plenty of room to grow. The staff at Hodges Gardens is very
enthusiastic about our event. It can only get better in the years ahead.

The first night of the event, Wednesday night, found approximately a dozen scopes on
the field. A cloudy afternoon didn’t bode well for the evening’s viewing, so most of us
hadn’t bothered to set our scopes up. Surprisingly the sky cleared for a few hours after
sunset, so a lot of binocular observing was done. Throughout the night, cloud bands
passed overhead.

Thursday was a beautiful day with clear blue skies. A few more folks came in and set up
scopes on the field. Most everyone took the afternoon to enjoy the park and the
gardens. As the sun set, however, clouds again rolled in. Very quickly a thunderstorm
arose, and lightning chased us from the field for several hours. By around ten or eleven,
though, the skies once again cleared and the really dedicated were treated to a
magnificent sky.

Friday evening was perhaps one of the best nights we’ve ever had at our star party. The
sky was clear all night, and there was almost no dew until the wee hours of morning.
Saturday was again a great spring day; breezy enough to keep the bugs at bay, but not
so strong as to be bothersome. We ended up with about 40 attendees on the field by
Saturday afternoon.

On Saturday evening, we tried something a little different. We opened the viewing field
for a few hours to the general public. Hodges Gardens advertised the event in local
media, and extra rangers were on hand to provide support and crowd control. During the
public viewing period, over 225 people entered the park. The rangers were ecstatic! For
many of our guests, this was their first time to ever see a telescope, much less look
through one. Afterwards, the park received a number of e-mails thanking them, and us,
for the opportunity.

Next year's Hodges Gardens Star Party is scheduled a little later in the spring due to
Mardi Gras. The event will begin on Wednesday, March 30", and will go through
Saturday, April 2™. Cabins at the park are generally reserved many months in advance,
so if you plan to get a cabin, | suggest you call the State Park reservations office as soon
as possible. Of course, you can always camp on the field, bring an RV and park it
nearby, or stay in the hotel right outside the park.

As | mentioned earlier, one big advantage to Hodges Gardens is that we have plenty of
room to grow. | believe that as word gets out, our attendance will increase
significantly. As it is, we are getting a lot of participation from groups in Texas. | was
also pleased to see many more BRAS members attending this event. Things are
definitely looking up!






