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Society will be September 13, 2010 at 7 PM. We will be
meeting at the Highland Road Observatory. The
meeting starts at 7 PM.

Program Notes: SOUNDS OF THE UNIVERSE

It was great to see so many people at our last meeting! Dr. Matese's talk was
great, as well. Hopefully WISE will turn up some data that supports their Tyche
Conjecture.

As for this month's meeting, we have another great professor from ULL, Dr. Andi
Petculescu. Dr. Petculescu's main research interest is experimental acoustics.
Along with Molecular Acoustics and Acoustic Gas Sensing, he deals with Alien
Soundscapes. (Sounds good to me!) Specifically, how sound waves travel through
the atmospheres of Mars, Venus, Earth and Titan. As a musician in my
non-astronomical life, I'm really looking forward to this one!

Hope to have another great showing for this meeting so come on out and
remember, tell/bring a friend or neighbor if you think they may be interested. Why
stay home and watch Discovery Channel when we've got the real thing right here!

Vice President's Message

| have two items for the membership:
1. Our speaker for the September 13th BRAS meeting needs a decent set of
computer speakers (preferably with a subwoofer) to enhance the audio portion
of his presentation. Does anyone have, and be willing to let us use, a decent
computer speaker set? Just send me an email if so and we'll know we are all
set! tomanben@gmail.com
2. As we mentioned at the last BRAS meeting, there is going to be a science,
math outreach event at Cortanna Mall on September 11th and we would like to
be a part of it, but we need a few more bodies to help out.

Continued on next page.
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Continued from page 1.

This is a bit of information from Merrill Hess on the matter... _
"I need some help with the BRAS display for the Sept. 11th Science, Technology,
Engineering & Math (STEM) event at Cortana Mall. It is geared toward 6-12 year
olds mostly.
| know there is a BRAS banner in the BRAS room at HRPO. Do we have anything
nicer?
What kind of handouts, displays, posters, etc can we pull together? Does
anyone have a laptop we can use to run a video. If not that, a TV? | have a small
DVD player | can bring. | would like to have some kind of looping Powerpoint
show or a video. Anybody with a solar scope?"
| believe it is taking place during the daytime so our viewing will be limited, but we can
put forth some great astronomical information for the community. Please contact Merrill
Hess at merrillhess@gmail.com as soon as possible if you can help out in any way!

That's all for now.
Ben Toman, Vice-President

<tomanben@gmail.com>

MESSAGE FROM HRPO

BRAS’s extended loan, the wonderful Samsung LCD screen, is now in operation. BRAS
astrophotography, BREC programming and the like are now being displayed.

During the month of September HRPO is having the 4" Dimension Donation Drive. We are
trying to raise $360 for nine timekeeping devices that will be on display every fourth Saturday
night. Descriptions of the clocks and instructions for donating are on the front page of the
HRPO website.

Christopher

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS: ON-SITE

Evening Sky Viewing: Saturdays from 7pm to 10pm.
One or two volunteers. To work physical science demos and telescopes and campfire. NOTE:
We really do not need volunteers on Friday night on a regular basis.

CALLS FOR VOLUNTEERS: OUTREACH

Baker Branch Library: (3501 Groom Road) Wednesday, 22 September from 3pm to
6pm /// One volunteer needed for a three-hour shift.

Sugar Fest: (845 N. Jefferson Avenue) Sunday, 3 October from 11am to 4pm /// Two
volunteers needed each for a three-hour shift.

HRPO FRIDAY NIGHT LECTURE SERIES
*10 SEPTEMBER “Neutrinos: Ghostly Particles from Space”
*17 SEPTEMBER: “Quasars: Fireworks of the Universe”
*24 SEPTEMBER: “Uranus and Neptune”
*1 OCTOBER: “Is Louisiana Sinking



September President’s Message

And the exoplanet news just keeps on coming.

Just a few days ago a European planet-hunting team announced finding a Sun-like star with at
least five and maybe seven planets, based on the star's complex gravitational wobbles as
tracked by the super-precision HARPS spectrograph in the Andes.

Now the science team for NASA's Kepler probe has performed radial-velocity follow-ups at the
Keck Observatory confirming that a different Sun-like star, known as Kepler 9, is transited by
the silhouettes of two planets. And the team determined an accurate mass for each of them.

A model of the Saturn-mass bodies Kepler 9b and 9c, and an unconfirmed super-Earth
candidate closer in, transiting their sun like star. The light curves show the relative amount of
dimming that each causes as it blocks a little of the star's face.

But that's just the start. The timing of each planet's transits is changing. The orbital period of
one world is slowing down and the other is speeding up. The two planets are gravitationally
interacting with each other. Strongly.

Now with findings like the above coming to us amateurs almost daily, the world of astronomy is
a fun activity to be a part of. We at BRAS may not have discovered any eggplants but some
of our members have discovered asteroids and we have a lot of fun observing and learning out
our night sky.

In the way of fun, it will be interesting to hear our speaker next Monday talk about the sounds
that are made on the different planets. Come on out and be a part of this fun hobby.

MarviN E Owen, ATTORNEY-CPA
MARVIN@MEOCPA.COM
PH 225-292-0099

From Merrill Hess; This is a hoot!
http://indianinthemachine.wordpress.com/2010/05/08/indian-in-the-machine-a-tribute-to-our-healing-sun/
Here is a sample of what you will find on the site:

2012 represents a quantum shift that our solar system is going through as a result of our
system traveling through a strong band of Light called the “photon belt”.

("Photon belt"? That's right. It's all those photons, just kinda hanging out in space causing the
changes. Walt once told me he had problems with photons puddling up on his mirror. Each
observing session, he had to dump them out a couple times a night. Darn photons. :0) And its
not just a shift but a QUANTUM shift!!! We've all heard people use the phrase "quantum shift
or quantum change" to decribe something grand. Which is ironic because a quantum shift is
one of the smallest events in the universe. - MH)

It continues (with more stationary photons):

To use a metaphor of boiling water...as we travel into the photon belt into this increased
Light.....the water increases in temperature the water molecules begin to agitate. As our planet
travels past a strong edge of the photon belt, this is like a pot of water reaching a boiling point
as it moves from liquid to vapour. As our planet and thus us, is exposed to very strong Light,
are very cells, our very DNA, begin to vibrate in a different pattern, thus triggering essentially
the birth of an entirely new species. In the old Light, we are “Homo Sapiens...in the new bright
Light...we become “Homo Christos”.

(Later they identify the "photon belt" as a "gamma radiation” belt. (Again, static radiation??? -
MH) that our planet is passing through and that is why the earth is heating up. Well, as long
as they are sure. - MH)



B.R.A.S. Meeting Notes for 8-9-2010

Meeting Started at 7:10
Visitors Introduced - Charles Genovese (returning member) & Mohammed Syed

NEW BUSINESS: Trevor McGuire informed us an idea for a Award for Area National Science
High School Jr./Sr student is being considered. $200? Plaque? and 1 yr membership to
club? Time line is tentative. Teachers select nominees. Our committee makes final
selection. To be discussed at next officers meeting.

Main Program of the Evening

John J. Matese , Emeritus Professor of Physics
University of La. - Lafayette

The Tyche Conjecture - A Jovian mass solar companion
orbiting in the Oort comet cloud. Thank You, Professor.

October’s Program is not set. September’s speaker is
Charles Genovese

Volunteers are needed for the STEM Program Outreach Dr. ]hn J- Matese giving talk bn The
at Cortana Mall, September 11", 11am -3pm Tyche Conjecture.

Persieds Meteor Shower — It was asked- Is anyone going to the Dark Sky site for it?
Raffle at 8:35 while Tom shared photos of The Johnson Space Center

Dave Thomas,
B.R.A.S. Club Secretary

Good-By to a Star Gazer

Jack Foley Horkheimer
Jun. 11, 1938 Aug. 20, 2010

Television Personality. Born Foley Arthur Horkheimer, he was the creator, writer, producer
and host of the weekly television show "Star Gazer." The show began broadcasting nationally
on the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) in 1979 as "Star Hustler," after debuting locally in
Miami, Florida, three years earlier. The show ran on PBS without interruption for an un-
precedented 31 years, and was carried by over 200 PBS affiliates. The five minute television
series was watched by an estimated six million viewers weekly, and focused on naked-eye
astronomy, including planetary movements, star constellations, and lunar and solar events. In
addition to hosting "Star Gazer," he also served as the executive director of the Miami Museum
of Science and Space Transit Planetarium for 35 years, and also appeared as a regular on the
Cable News Network (CNN) as an astronomy advisor. He was the author of "Child of the
Universe," "Star Bound" and "Mother Won't Let Me Ride in a Flying Saucer." He was known for
his signature sign-off at the end of each telecast with the words "Keep Looking Up" which
became part of his epitaph. He died at his home from complications of respiratory iliness at the
age of 72.

(bio by: Nils M. Solsvik Jr.)

Inscription:
Keep Looking Up was my life's admonition;
I can do little else in my present position.






