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THE NexT MEETING OF THE ]

Baton Rouce AsTRONOMICAL SOCIETY
wiLL BE NoveEmBER 9, 2009

AT 7 P.M.

PROGRAM NOTES: Better Lighting for Baton Rouge
LIGHT CONTROL/EFFICIENT LIGHTING OPEN HOUSE IN NOVEMBER

The November meeting (on the 9") will be used as an opportunity to network with
other groups in town with a vested interest in more efficient artificial lighting of the
metro area.

There will be a brief talk at 7pm to introduce ourselves and air our concerns from
an amateur astronomy viewpoint. The visitors will then mill from table to table, with
each table highlighting a different concern about unshielded lights. HRPO will pay for
refreshments, and we should of course have at least one of the large scopes open.

Hopefully, the major outcome of such networking will be an exchange of
suggestions on how to ask for shielded streetlamps, security lights and gas station
islands. Suggestions can be made at this coming meeting.

Ideas for future BRAS meeting topics, contact-

Marvin E Owen, Attorney-CPA

marvin@meocpa.com

3036 Brakley Drive ph 225-292-0099
Baton Rouge, La 70816 FAX 225-296-5780

EDITOR'S NOTE:

Marvin Owen will continue to surveying members about their willingness to
recieve the newsletter via e-mail. Those of you willing to help the club in the saving of
postage and paper should contact Marvin. For your convience our current mailling list
is within this newsletter. Please check that email address is correct. Please notify
Marvin if we do not show a correct e-mailling address. Also check the mailling
address and let us know if it is incorrect. For the next several months we will still
O nd out the newsletter by US postal service has a backup. Craig Ed. O
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REMINDER - THE CLUB STILL HNAS TWWO 2090
CALENDARS LEFT. MEMBERS CAN PURCHASE
THESE CALENDARS FOR $10 EACH.




MARYIN E OWEN

Attorney at Law
Certified Public Accountant

3036 Brakley Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816

Telephone MEMBER
2252920099 American Bar Association
FAX 296-5780 WWW.MEOCPR.COom Louisiana State Bar Assn

marvin@meoepa.com American Institute 0f CPA’s

Sociery of La CPA’s
September 1, 2009

Mayor Kip Holden
222 St Louis Street, 3™ Floor
Baton Rouge, La 70802

re: - American Medical Assn new stand
on Wasted Energy and Light Pollution

Dear Mayor Holden

I have advocated to you in the past the need for reduced andfor more efficient lighting at night in
Baton Rouge. The excess and ineflicient lighting 1s costing our city thousands of dollars more than
is necessary for basic lighting. In addition, the glare at night from many of the lights makes driving
a chore rather than an enjovable ride.

The American Medical Association (AMA) has now issued a resolution #516 that opposes excess
and inetficient lighting in our cities and towns. [ believe that it is high time for Baton Rouge to
become a leader in reducing excess energy costs and wasted lighting that results in light pollution.
I have attached a printout of the AMA resolution and it can be verified at pages 52 and 53 on the
AMA website at http://'www.ama-assn.orgfamal/pub/upload/mm/475/refcome.pdf.

I suggest that you support and that the Council pass an ordinance requiring more efficient and
reduced nighttime lighting in this time of economic and energy crunch. It is time for Baton Rouge
to become more “green” in this area.

Sincerely,
2

Maréin E. Owen
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HRPO FRIDAY NIGHT LECTURE SERIES

6 November: “Nanostructures!”
The second in the CAMD talks takes the audience into a world all around
us yet hardly noticed. Our modern society depends on ever improving
micro- and nanotechnology products in all aspects of our daily life. Jost
Goettert, associate professor at CAMD, will briefly talk about how to make
small structures and then focus on the aspect of "seeing small things"
down to the atomic level.

13 November: “Apollo Twelve 40" Anniversary”
31 hours and 31 minutes on the Moon! “Pete” Conrad and Alan Bean
were the third and fourth men to walk on the Moon, performing two
surface EVAs in the Ocean of Storms while Richard Gordon orbited
above. The history continues with this Apollo series presented by
HRPO Center Supervisor Tom Northrop.

20 November: “WISE to the Skies”
Do we really know all of the nearest stars to the Sun? Do we really
know about all of the large asteroids? WISE’s amazing infrared,
all-sky survey will give human beings a view of the Solar System
and the Universe previously unimaginable!

27 November: {TBA}
LSU PHYSICS COLLOQUIA

All at 3:40pm in Nicholson 109

5 November: “Creating a Star in the Laboratory”

Richard Boyd of Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
12 November: {TBA}

Joerg Schmalian of Iowa State University and Ames Laboratory
19 November: “Magnetic Moments in Superconductors”

Jeffrey Lynn of National Institutes of Standards and Technology

MESSAGE FROM HRPO

Marvin Owen, Ben Toman and I went to the Dava Sobel talk at the LASM
the afternoon of the 1*. Ms. Sobel was very informative and nice. Marvin and
Ben had their copies of Galileo’s Daughter signed. Mine had to be back-ordered!

As of the 19", the exoplanet list is over 400 thanks to the HARPS
instrument. A group of European astronomers publicized a list of 30 new
exoplanets and two brown dwarfs. Thanks, Christopher
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BRAS Stargaze Dark Sky Site Viewing Dates
November 14" 2009 Primary
November 215 2009 Secondary

Constellation of the Month
Pegasus: The Winged Horse

Pegasus was the winged horse of Greek mythology with a very strange manner of birth.
Its mother was Medusa, the Gorgon and its father was Poseidon, who is god of both the
sea and of horses. Pegasus was conceived in the temple of Athene which enraged the
goddess so that she changed Medusa into a snake-haired monster whose gaze could
turn men into stone. Eventually Persus confronted and slew Medusa by decapitation at
which time Pegasus, the famed winged horse, sprang fourth from her headless body.

The Greek hero Bellerophon,
after using Pegasus to slay a
monster, attempted to fly up
and join the gods on Olympus. o _ ' ’ :
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Deep Sky Objects
M15 (globular cluster)
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Interesting Stars in Pegasus

Four bright stars a Peg, R Peg, and * Peg, together with Sirrah form the famous Square of
Pegasus. 51 Pegasi, is the first Sun-like star known to have an extra solar planet. IK Pegasi is
the nearest supernova candidate. Spectroscopic analysis of HD 209458 b, an extra solar planet
in this constellation has provided the first evidence of atmospheric water vapor beyond the solar
system, while extrasolar planets orbiting the star HR 8799 also in Pegasus are the first to be
directly imaged.

For more information check out the BRAS website at http://www.bro.Isu.edu/bras/
Art Barrios

BRAS Observing Chairman
art.barrios@cox.net






